IP29546.A03 



Customer No. 07055 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
pplicant : Yasuhiko SHIINA et al. 

: 10/573,324 (National Stage of PCT/JP2004/0 14457) 
:March 24, 2006 (I.A. Filed: September 24, 2004) 

vmethod of detecting or differentiatinj? 
rheumatoid arthritis and method of . 
d5jermining stage of disease or degfree of 
dysfunction with regard to rheumatoid 
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Commissioner of Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark OTSjce 
Customer Service Window, MaiP^top Amenjjiffient 
Randolph Building 
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Alexandria, VA 22314 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.^. § 1.56 and 37 ^.R. §§ 1.97-1.98 and 
supplemental to Inforn^tlon Disclosure Statement f^d June 26, 2006, 
Applicants hereby ^^ct the Examiner's attention to the enypsed copy of the 
English Translation of the International Preliminary Report on patentability for 
InternationaLApplication PCT/JP2004/0 14457 of which the above-r^renced is 
the natlq^l stage. 

^ ^ copy of the International Preliminary Report on Patentability Is enclo^. 
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